THE IDEAL AND THE REVOCATION
who has only abstract principles, even though these may be quite right. This problem interested me much more than the political questions which we had been dealing with. From the discussion of what happened under his own leadership, but contrary to his own ideals, I was led to speak of the Versailles Peace and I asked him whether he could not have stood up for the right against the glaring injustice embodied in the Treaty.
"The map of Europe is more justly arranged since the Versailles Treaty than formerly. A small, new State must first of all attend to its own affairs. The fact that we were to include three million Germans worried some members of the conference, as if we should cut off one and a half millions who lived in that corresponding portion of Northern Bohemia. I took up the position that in the interests of those Germans it would be better for them to be three millions than one and a half millions and said so to the Germans themselves; for, with their greater numbers, they could better protect themselves against any movement for turning them into Czechs. If we had fewer Germans in the country it would be more dangerous for them, in case they were afraid of the Czechish propaganda
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